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HAS THE CHURCH FAILED? 

Idealists are apt to become Elijahs. In moments of delay a 
man of noble impulse and whole-hearted consecration to high ideals 
is apt to feel that he is alone, in exile, fit only to die. Such men, like 
the ancient prophet, need the voice of the Lord to assure them that 
there are thousands of other people who have never bowed the knee 
to the Baal they are attacking, and that their immediate duty is not 
to complain but to prophesy. 

Few men in any way responsible for the work of the church 
escape moments when they long for a lodge in some vast wilderness 
where they may be delivered not only from the wicked but from the 
righteous. So many good people have so little good sense! At 
least they do not always agree with their would-be leaders, and prefer 
to move along lines which seem hopelessly conservative. 

When those of us who are throwing our lives into the develop- 
ment of the church consider what the church might have done, the 
difference between these ideals and what the church actually has done 
breeds discouragement. But while the church certainly has left 
undone some of the things it ought to have done, and has done some 
things it ought not to have done, there are still health and hope in her. 

It is of course easy to say that if the church had done its duty the 
world would not be as wicked as it is now. Such a statement no one 
can deny. But to say that the church has failed is a different thing. 
When one looks at the question in real perspective, there are countless 
things that indicate the awakening of the church. 

Twenty-five years ago the Missionary Volunteer Movement was 
only beginning; social-service commissions were yet to be appointed 
by the various churches; there was hardly a book dealing with the 
social aspects of the teaching of Jesus; institutional churches were a 
novelty; legislation in the interests of women and children was 
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unconsidered by Christian bodies; the present interest of Christian 
Associations in social service was practically unknown; there could 
not have been more than one or two, if there was a single professor of 
sociology in a theological seminary; the interest of church leaders 
in the labor movement was negligible; any serious attempt to bring 
the spirit of Christ into the realm of internationalism was yet to be 
made. 

When one compares the present situation in the Christian world 
with these facts there is every reason to be encouraged. It is true 
that we have not done all that is to be done, but we have made a real 
beginning. We need idealists to irritate us into larger action, but 
we have facts with which to cheer them when discouraged. 

Never in the history of Christianity was there a time when 
organized Christianity was so efficient. When was there ever such 
interest in religious education, such a tendency toward co-operation 
among Protestants, such eagerness to discuss ways in which men of 
widely differing views may work together ? When were there ever 
more revivals, or when were they more effective ? When was there 
ever so much money given to missions ? When were there so many 
church members or members of Sunday schools ? 

When one recalls that during the same twenty-five years 
Protestantism has been rethinking its theology in modern terms, and 
that the great current of church life is now toward a more intelligent, 
widely horizoned, sacrificial faith in God than ever before, one's hope 
for the future is even stronger. 

It is a good thing for despondent Elijahs to come out into the 
open air, to see that the problems which they have faced are not the 
only problems that the church has faced, to grow tolerant with men's 
tardiness in recognizing their leadership, and never to lose confidence 
that in the final struggle between Jehovah and Baal it will be Baal 
and not Jehovah that is beaten. 



